“A Woman is Caught in Adultery”

John 7:53-8:11 – Lesson #23 for Sunday, February 28th, 2010
Review: Last week we considered the unbelief of the Jewish leaders including the scribes and the Pharisees. The scribes copied the ‘word of God’ word for word and so were the most knowledgeable of the Scriptures. The Pharisees were a religious cult that emphasized outward ‘cleanliness’ but were inwardly prideful. Jesus regularly condemned these two groups for their hypocritical attitudes and actions.

Intro.: Today these same hypocrites brought to Jesus a woman that was caught in the act of adultery (I wonder what happened to the man?). While never condoning her sin neither did Jesus condemn her but offered her His eternal forgiveness for all sins. What a picture of the grace and mercy of God?

1. What sins do most people think they are incapable of committing? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

2. What activities or behavior do you consider to be immoral? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

3. What did Jesus sit down to do in the temple courts? (8:2) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

4. Whom did the Pharisees bring before Jesus? (8:3-4) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

5. What did the Law of Moses say should happen to the woman caught in adultery? (8:5) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

6. How did Jesus answer the Pharisees’ question? (8:6-8) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

7. Why did Jesus issue a challenge to the Pharisees? (8:7) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

8. What did Jesus ask the woman? (8:10) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

9. What did Jesus tell the woman to do? (8:11) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

10. Which sins do we tend to categorize as "big" sins (those that are worse than all others)? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

11. Why do we rush to point out other people’s sin? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

12. How should we treat people who have sinned? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

13. What self-righteous attitude will you ask God to change in your prayers this week? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Conclusion: Under the Law this woman could have been stoned. But Jesus instead offered her forgiveness for sin and a new life in Christ.
